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General Studies-1; Topic: Population and associated issues 
 

Decline in Working-age Population  
 
Introduction  

• According to the UN’s World Population Prospects 2022 (WPP2022) report, the global fertility rate, 
which stood at 2.3 overall in 2021, will hit the demographic tipping point of 2.1 by 2050, owing to a 
globally synchronized decline in birth rates, including in Africa and Latin America. 

 
Decline in fertility rate across the world 

• Since 2011, sales of adult diapers in Japan have outpaced those for infants, reflecting a decline in the 
country’s fertility rate. 

• Fertility rates have also dropped below the replacement level in all eurozone countries. 

• South Korea and Hong Kong’s 2021 fertility rates are among the lowest in the world.  

• China is likely to record an absolute decline in its population in 2023. 

• The US fertility rate has more than halved over since 1960. 

• Even India is experiencing a population decline. 
 
Consequences  

• Declining fertility rates have shifted the age distribution of the population upward in many 
economies.  

• According to the WPP2022, “Worldwide, persons aged 65 or over outnumbered children under five 
for the first time in 2018. 

• The consequences will be immense, particularly in high-income economies.  

• In addition to straining pension and health-care systems, low fertility rates will reduce the working-
age population, in turn lowering household consumption and economic growth.  

 
 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


                            Insights Mindmap 
 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                      Page 2                                                                     InsightsIAS 

International migration 

• Throughout modern history, international migration from low-income, high-fertility countries to 
those with higher average incomes and lower birth rates has helped shield the latter from 
demographic headwinds. 

• According to the WPP2022, high-income countries’ population growth between 2000 and 2020 was 
driven primarily by international migration. 

• International migration is set to become the sole driver of population growth in these economies in 
the coming decades. 

• International migration has helped high-income countries sustain economic growth and ease the 
burden of supporting their growing elderly populations. 

 
Concerns / Challenges 

• The coming decades will become very challenging for the work- age population who will not have 
the numbers to support the increasing economically inactive people.  

• If global fertility does fall below the replacement rate within the next 30 years, the consequences for 
the entire planet may be dire.  

• Our children may be the future, but they will be growing up in a geriatric world. 
 
Way Forward 

• At a time of heightened geopolitical tensions, it is important to recognize the mutually beneficial 
relationship that exists between low- and high-fertility countries. 

• The appropriate solution is through a policy of maintaining the optimal rate of world population 
growth which is consistent with changing social trends and technological advances.  

• Need for improved technologies, biotechnological revolution, wider range of food sources, more 
land made available for production, and more production in the regions where it is needed. 

• Much will depend on political wisdom, will, and resolutions made by the global community. 
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